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THE WILDCAT 
From the Principal 

Check out our website for all the latest information at: www.wamsleywildcats.org 
  Find us on Facebook at: Wamsley-Elementary-Wildcats 

Please call us before 8:00am if your child will be absent at: 970-665-7950 
Si desea información en español, por favor llame a la oficina. 

 

Welcome back Wamsley Families! After making history last week by returning to in person learning, we are off to an AMAZING start already this year! It 
is so great to have you and your children back from the long absence we had from each other!  Over the summer we focused on ensuring our return to 
in person learning was safe and would provide your children with a familiar school experience.  Our goal at Wamsley is to remain healthy and open so 
we can continue to provide your children with the academic and experiential experiences they have received in the past! 
 
While we are excited to be back, school looks and feels different while also feeling familiar at other times.  
Below are some familiar routines that are still in place at school: 

• All curriculum for Reading, Writing, Math, Science, and Social Studies are the same and taught 
everyday.  

• EE -”Experiential Education” once a week for K-5 
• Cooking in the kids kitchen - will resume slowly as we perfect safety protocols for that experience. 
• Gardening - all students are visiting the garden. 
• Recess - morning, lunch, and afternoon 
• Specials -PE, Music, and Art  
• Field trips will resume for all grades slowly as we perfect safety protocols for those experiences.  

 
Here’s some of the changes your children are experiencing to ensure everyone’s safety:  

• Upon arrival, students check in with a temperature check and health screening then move into the 
building to the cafeteria if they are before 7:30am and to their classroom beginning at 7:30am. 
(This helps keep the number of students in the outside areas below the required level of 175.) 

• Students are asked to remain at home if they exhibit any major or minor symptoms listed on the sheet included in this newsletter.  While 
attendance is important, we are encouraging a focus on healthy attendance so that we can remain open and safe as a school community.    

• Teachers and students are cohorted.  This means they stay with their homeroom teacher for the duration of the day instead of switching 
classes as in the past.  

• Sneeze guards are in place in all classrooms.  Teachers perfected their construction skills to build these as an added precaution for students 
while in class.  Many of your students got to decorate their sneeze guards as well.  

• The windows in your child’s classroom open! :)  Fresh air is continually available when it’s not smoky. :) 
• Masks are worn by students and staff per district policy.  Our “Paws to Read” volunteers spent the summer sewing masks that are free to our 

students. We encourage students to take mask breaks by drinking from their water bottle when needed, by providing snacks as masks are 
not worn while eating, by visiting the window as needed for a quick breather, and while eating lunch and at all recesses and during PE.  

• Water bottles are encouraged or provided for all students as water fountains are turned off at this time. 
• Students manage their own supplies at their own desk verses sharing supplies.   
• Students eat lunch in their classroom.  (This helps us maintain social distancing because of the size of our cafeteria.) 
• Recess is with cohorts so your student stays with their homeroom class during recess and rotates through sections of the playground. (This 

keeps cohorts intact.) 
• Specials are cohorted with your child’s homeroom as well.  Specials rotate on a 3 week basis to maintain cohorting and the required 

maximum of 4 adults in a cohort.  Your child will be immersed in one special for 3 weeks then rotate to another special every three weeks so 
all students will receive all specials by the end of the first quarter. 

 
Changes you as a parent are experiencing: 

• As a precaution, outside visitors are not allowed in the building at this time.  We will reassess at the end of the first quarter as a district. 
• Dismissal - because of the visitor restrictions all previous parent pickup families (about 80) have been added to the drive up dismissal line. 

We continue to refine this process to expedite it for you and your family.  Thank you for your patience.  
   
As the year progresses, we expect some of the protocols to change and we will keep you informed of those changes as they arise.  As always, please 
feel free to reach out with any questions!   
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Kindergarten 

1st Grade 
Welcome to first grade! Mrs. Cotner and Mrs. Mall have been teaching first 

grade together at Wamsley for a few years. We are excited to welcome 
Mrs. DeGrave to our first grade teaching team! The three of us will be 
working together to plan lessons for your child this year. The first two 

weeks of school have been spent learning how to follow rules and learning 
new procedures. The kids are getting used to all of the different social 

distancing expectations and we are so proud of them! During the month of 
September, we will be teaching the kids how to use their Chromebooks to 

access all of the sites that they will need this year. During science in 
September, 1st graders will continue to investigate the ways parents and 
offspring are alike and different. They will also compare the physical 
traits of animals and plants. In writing, students will continue to use 

their sounds to write words and they will learn how to use the 
handwriting lines to form their letters correctly. During math, we are 

working on using a ten-frame and a number line to help us count and add. 
We will be adding to 20, solving addition story problems, and comparing 
numbers by using words such as greater than and less than. Later this 
month, we will be working on subtracting and solving subtraction story 

problems. We will be reviewing what students learned last year, as well as 
building on their 1st grade math skills! Thank you for helping us get off to 

such a great start! 

Kindergarten is off to a wonderful start! We 
are learning all about the letter c and what 

our Superkid Cass likes to cook. We are also 
starting our journey of counting to 100! 

Thank you for charging your kinder's iPad at 
night and sending it back the next day! 

Preschool 

Preschool is off to a very fun start. We are learning 
the routines, and each other. We have been 

creating with play dough, and playing quite a bit 
outside in the fresh air and sunshine! The theme for 

this month is "All About Me"!  We will be making 
posters that show the things we love and then 

sharing them with the class! 

Mrs. Cotner 

Mrs. Mall 

Mrs. DeGrave 
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2nd Grade 

3rd Grade 

4th Grade 

We had a wonderful first few weeks of school. In the month of 
September, in math we will be doing adding, subtracting, telling 
time and rounding. In social studies, we are going to be learning 
about rights and responsibilities citizens have. In writing, we will 
be writing narratives and developing characters. We encourage 
you to read every night with your child for 20 minutes. Be sure to 
charge your chromebook every night and bring it back to school 

every day. Have a great month! 

Hello Second Grade families!  This year has been full of new 
exciting learning opportunities!  In Social Studies, we are 
working on building a classroom community by creating a 
Social Contract to help us be respectful. In Math, we are 

working on addition and subtraction strategies using 
manipulatives to help learn basic math facts. In Writing, we are 
reviewing punctuation marks, conjunctions words, and parts of 
a sentence to better our writing skills. In E.E. we explored the 

garden and picked a yummy vegetable to take home! 

We have had a fantastic start to the 
school year in 5th grade! In reading and 
writing, students are working on narratives that describe characters who have BIG 

dreams. Students are learning that actions help dreams come true. In science, 
students are learning about the sun. The sun is our main source of energy. We are 
learning that energy is transferred from the sun to plants, from plants to animals, 
and from animals to humans. In social studies, students are learning about the 

significance of historical documents and how history has shaped our present time. 
In math, students are learning about multiplication and order of operations. In EE, students are learning 

how to overcome diversity and challenges in their lives. They are also connecting life science with hands-
on building. We are so excited that we have the opportunity to teach your student this year! 

 

Wamsley 4th graders have had a great start to the school year by being 
learners and leaders. We have spent the first few weeks of school getting to 
know each other, practicing rules and routines, and having fun! In reading 

class we started our first book Porpoises in Peril. In Math we started learning 
multi-digit addition and subtraction. In science we analyzed how scientists 

define problems and ask questions. In social studies we compared and 
contrasted the past and the present and wrote letters to our future selves. 

We look forward to the rest of the 2020-2021 school year! 

5th Grade 
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Music 
 

Art 
This year in Art we are learning about different Art careers!  Elmo 

has been popping in to help us learn about our first artist of 
the year...Painters!  We are learning what a Painter does and where 
we see Painters in our community.  5th and 1st graders are mixing 
primary colors to create secondary colors on the color wheel, then 
making some creative color wheels of their own! So happy to be 

back in person and sharing the love of Art with your kiddos! 

Music definitely looks different this year but the learning is 
real!  The bulletin board outside the music room encourages 
students to “Think Like a Musician.”  One of the thoughts we 

are focusing on is, “Mistakes can help me learn!”  And 
believe me, there are ALWAYS going to be mistakes!  But, 
we will let them help us learn!  I can't wait to work with and 

see everyone in the coming weeks!! 

Experiential Education 

This week in Experiential Education (EE) we worked in our 
beautiful garden and built creative and useful items out of 

recycled materials! We connected with nature, picked some 
vegetables, moved our bodies, and used life science concepts 
to understand the benefits and sustainability of our garden. In 
addition, we focused on the concept of problem-solving and 

overcoming our challenges. We love EE! 

P.E. 
Hello Wamsley families! Our Wildcats are off to a 

fantastic start this year. In every class we have been 
working on following directions quickly, staying safe, 
using kind words and cooperating with teammates. 
Continue to support your students by encouraging 
healthy eating choices and getting outside to play 

while the whether is still nice. P.E. is a great time for 
a mask break, too!  I am looking forward to a 
fantastic year with our wonderful Wildcats! 
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From the Health Room… 
 When to Stay or Go Home

 
Revised August 2020

A student or staff member who has been exposed to someone with COVID-19 or has any of the 
following symptoms should stay home1  

Please see When to Get a COVID-19 Test document to determine when someone with symptoms of COVID-19 should 
be tested AND call your school to inform them of the reason for your absence. 

  Anyone with at least one COVID-19 symptom must isolate at home for 10 days.  Cohort and close contacts do not 
need to quarantine unless instructed to do so by their school or Garfield County Public Health.

If at least one of the above symptoms develops within 14 days of 
being around someone diagnosed with COVID-19, please contact 

Garfield County Public Health immediately at (970) 945-6614 
ext 2038

1Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Cases and outbreaks in schools. https://covid19.colorado.gov/for-lphas-health-care-providers/additional-guidance-resources/cases-and-outbreaks-in-schools

Fever or 
Chills

New 
Cough

Trouble 
Breathing

Sore 
Throat

Loss of Taste 
or Smell

Headache Muscle 
Aches

Runny Nose or 
Congestion

Stomach Pain 
or Vomiting

Diarrhea

Cuándo Quedarse o Irse a Casa
 
Revisado Agosto 2020

Un estudiante o personal educativo que ha sido expuesto a alguien con COVID-19 o tiene uno de los siguientes síntomas debe 
quedarse en casa: 

Por favor vea el documento Cuando Tomarse Un Examen del COVID-19 para determinar cuando una persona quien tiene 
síntomas debe tomar un examen del COVID-19 Y llamarle a su escuela informándoles la razón por su ausencia. 

Cualquier persona con uno de los síntomas del COVID-19 tiene que quedarse en casa por 10 días. Grupos y contactos cercanos no 
necesitan que cuarentar a no ser que reciba instrucciones de hacerlo por su escuela o la Salud Publica del Condado de Garfield .

Sí uno de los síntomas de arriba ha desarrollado dentro 14 días de 
estar cerca/expuesto/a  a alguien que fue diagnosticado con 
COVID-19, por favor contacte Garfield County Public Health 

inmediatamente al (970) 625-5200 ext 8120.

1Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, Cases and outbreaks in schools. https://covid19.colorado.gov/for-lphas-health-care-providers/additional-guidance-resources/cases-and-outbreaks-in-schools

Fiebre o  
Escalofrío

Tos 
Nueva

Dificultad 
Respiratoria 

Dolor de 
Garganta

Perdida 
Olfativa o de 

Gusto

Dolor de 
Cabeza

Dolores 
Musculares

  Congestion/
    Flujo Nasal

Dolor de 
Estómago o 

Vómito

Diarrea


