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THE WILDCAT 
From the Principal 

Welcome back Wamsley Families! We are off to an AMAZING start this year! It is so great 
to have you and your children back from the long summer break! September is a busy 
month for us at Wamsley with our first parent night on Sept 12th from 5:30-7:30pm.  Come 
learn about our testing success, how you can support your child at home in all content 
areas, and enjoy a dinner on us!   Please look for more information in Thursday folders and 
listen for autodialers. 
 
For the last few years, we have been working on redefining who we are and what we stand 
for at Wamsley.  This redefinition has come in many forms: some that are visual to all of 
you and some that are not.  This fall, we continue on this journey as we focus on building 
our Recipe For Success at Wamsley.  Every recipe has a story.  Here’s ours...  
 
Seven years ago in August, my journey at Wamsley began.  When the opportunity to 
become a principal presented itself at Wamsley, I knew this was the job for me.  Wamsley 
had a special place in my heart.  My first teaching job was at Wamsley in 1992.  I was a 
first grade teacher in Mr. Rowe’s current classroom.  As I interviewed for the job, I sold my 
belief that Wamsley was destined for great things. All we had to do was believe in Norman 
Vincent Peale’s quote: “Shoot for the Moon. Even if you miss, you’ll land among the stars.” 
Norman’s quote made sense to me because If you're aiming for something, even if you 
don't achieve it, you'll still be somewhere better than where you started.  
  
I have always believed that Wamsley could be a high achieving and high growth school if 
we set our expectations high and pursued our beliefs in each other and our work with 
passion and perseverance. For the third straight year, your children have exemplified this 
quote with their efforts on our state assessments. We are again ranked as a Performance 
School by the state.  Last year, your students performed with great GRIT and 
Perseverance and they now rank 3rd out of 6 elementary schools in the district in math and 4th out of 6 elementary schools in 
English Language arts! (We will celebrate these achievements more at our family night on the 12th so mark your calendars!)   
 
While celebrating our accomplishments last year, we embarked on a new journey of defining 
Wamsley outside of our academic accomplishments. As we all know from past experience, our 
testing scores can fluctuate and that fluctuation should not define Wamsley.  Amazing things are 
happening in the walls of Wamsley, regardless of scores! Our symbol, the geode, is a constant 
reminder of that!   At Growth Night last September, we interviewed all of you and your responses 
were a confirmation we had been doing some of the right things: experiences. You wanted to see 
your children have more opportunities like “Home Economics” and focus on building character.  
(continued on page 2...) 

Important Dates 
 

Sept. 10th 
Vision & Hearing Screening at 
Wamsley Elementary 
 
Sept. 12th 8:15am-3:15pm 
5th Grade Trip to Loma Farms 
 
Sept. 12th 5:30-7:30pm 
Growth Night at Wamsley - 
Dinner Provided! 
 
Sept. 17th 8:30am-3:15pm 
3rd Grade Trip to Maroon Bells 
 
Sept. 19th 8:30-12pm 
1st Grade Trip to Puma Paw 
Ranch 
 
Sept. 24th 8:30-12pm 
Kinder Trip to Puma Paw Ranch 
 
Sept. 24th 5:30pm 
School Board Mtg at WES 
 
Sept. 26th 8:15am-3:15pm 
4th Grade Trip to Loma Farms 
 
Oct. 1st 4:00pm 
PTAC Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our website for all the latest information at: www.wamsleywildcats.org 
  Find us on Facebook at: Wamsley-Elementary-Wildcats 

Please call us before 8:00am if your child will be absent at: 970-665-7950 
Si desea información en español, por favor llame a la oficina. 
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(continued from page 1...) 
With all this in mind, I reflected on what has made Wamsley successful over the last few 
years and my own personal journey in education.  My own experiences as a child in the 
outdoors and now with my own family are my personal recipe for success.  My 
experiences in the mountains, fishing, and in 4H and Girl Scouts have shaped who I am 
today and how I lead as a principal. My passion for the outdoors and providing children 
with the same opportunities that I had to explore nature drive my passion for education.   
These passions were slowly becoming evident at 
Wamsley. During summer camp, we went fishing, 

practiced camping and eating roasted marshmallows.  We built a huge school garden with 
future plans for adding an outdoor classroom. Any time a teacher wanted to take a field trip to 
enhance the topic being studied in class, we found a way to pay for it.  (Last year we took 28 
field trips and spent over $3000 on those trips.)  Wamsley’s recipe for success was beginning 
to reveal itself: Experiences outside of the regular classroom environment were a priority for us 
and our learners.  Expectations were also still very high for our staff and students.  We 
believed the experiences offered were helping our students relate to topics that they had very 
little experience with.  We had some ingredients for success at Wamsley, we just needed all 
the tools and framework to complete our Recipe for Success.   
 
In the spring of 2019, with district support, we as a staff began putting our ingredients together with utensils and directions to 
create Wamsley’s Recipe for Success! Our recipe is called Experiential Education or “EE” as we like to call it!  At 
Wamsley, we believe in challenging the status quo of education in its traditional form. With our recipe, we have committed to 
providing every kinder thru 5th grade student at Wamsley with weekly “Experiences” outside of the normal classroom that 
enhance the learning happening in the classroom and a quarterly field trip (now called field work because learning happens 
everywhere) that extends the topics being studied in class. Our recipe also includes an ingredient called “Service” that 

promotes student character building and growth in leadership.  Beginning second 
quarter and continuing through the year, every student will complete some type of 
community service project during this school year. A community can be your classroom, 
your school, your neighborhood, or your town.  Serving your community is a key 
ingredient in developing citizenship, which enhances creating a better world, and helps 
develop the mindset and skills to be successful in college, career, and life.  Our last 
ingredient is “Expectations”. This ingredient is nothing new for the Wamsley family.  We 
have built our current recipe of academic success on having high expectations and 
“Shooting for the moon”.  As we begin to mix our new ingredients with our old this year, 
we will continue to focus on student’s creating high quality work that demonstrates their 
mastery of knowledge and skills.  

 
As we searched for how to define Wamsley aside from academics, experiences and this quote from Expeditionary Learning 
rang true to what we were searching for: “When students have completed their academic career and entered adult life, they’ll 
be judged not by performance on basic skills tests---but rather, by the quality of their work and the quality of their character.”  
Experiential Education or EE is Wamsley's recipe to achieve this goal for all of your children. We look forward to an exciting 
year of mixing and creating success with your children!  I hope you have heard about our new “Kids Kitchen” and “Super 
Paws” the flat wildcat that is chronicling all that is happening in “EE” with your children.  Look for Super Paws new blog 
coming soon!  Look for more to come about Experiential Education (EE) in future newsletters!  
 
As We Encourage Success and continue to create our Recipe for Success at Wamsley, we want to encourage you to share 
in every moment! Come in to visit, volunteer, and whenever you can give us your feedback! As always, thank you for sharing 
your children with us!   Kathi Senor, Principal 

From the Principal (cont'd) 
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Kindergarten 
We are having so much fun in kindergarten and learning so much!  In 
reading, we learned all about our first Superkid named Cass and the 
letter Cc!  We even made Crunchy Castle treats from our 
cookbooks!  In math, we explored our different math manipulatives 
such as pattern blocks, geoblocks, and cubes as well as practiced 
counting out objects to 10.  We are also learning how to represent 
what we counted on paper.  In writing, we are practicing writing our 
names and drawing pictures to tell an audience more about us.  We 
drew self-portraits and pictures of our favorite things to do!  We also 
went on our very first field trip all the way to Palisade!  We learned 
about alpacas and the many things their hair can be used to 
make.  We also went to Talbott Farms to see how they distribute 
peaches!  Our group was very well behaved and had a blast!  Thank 
you to those who volunteered at our field trip as well!  Some things 
you can practice at home with your kinder is to practice writing their 
names on the 3 "ice cream lines" and to practice writing numbers.  We are also practicing 1:1 
counting and extra practice with that at home is always helpful!  Thank you for your support! 

 

Preschool 
Hello Preschool Families! We have 

had a great start to our year! We 
already brought out the shaving 

cream. We have been busy getting 
to know one another, the classroom 
routine, and the school. Remember 
to keep working on your "All About 

Me" posters! We have loved 
learning about the children and their interests and likes.  I am so 

very excited for this school year, it will be so much fun. 

Experiential Education 
We are so excited to have an Experiential Education program 

here at Wamsley! Everyone is talking about our new 
adventures, getting to work in the garden, and cooking in our 
new kitchen! So far kindergarten and first grade have been to 

Palisade to visit an alpaca farm and also to Talbott Farms where 
they got to watch peaches being boxed and sent to our local 

stores. We will be cooking items from the garden for both growth 
night and the school board meeting here at school. Come by 
and check out all of the amazing experiences here at school! 
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1st Grade 

2nd Grade 

3rd Grade 
The beginning of the school year is going great so far for 3rd 
grade! In writing class, students have been working hard on 
writing narratives. They have been adding dialogue to their 
writing as well as making sure their ending is well written. In 
math class, students have been working on adding and 
subtracting three digit numbers. Soon students will be 
working on telling time to the nearest minute and rounding. In 
social studies, students have been working on reading maps. 

They are also learning about the different continents and landmarks. Please encourage your kids to 
turn in reading and math homework. We are so excited to have your kids this year!  

 

Our school year got off to an adventurous start with a field trip to 
Palisade to visit Talbott Farm peach orchard/packing plant and 
Suncrest Alpaca Farm.  We extended our learning from these two 
places by making peach crisp and alpaca hair soap.  We are looking 
forward to more learning experiences like this!  First graders are also 
getting settled in their daily routines.  In Mrs. Mall’s science class, kids 
are learning about natural resources. We have discussed rocks, trees, 
and soil. Students are learning how to use resources to meet their 
needs and wants.  In Mrs. Cotner’s writing block, students are learning 
how to write complete sentences that include nouns, verbs, and correct 
punctuation.  Mrs. Phelan’s math classes are working on counting from 
1 to 120 and writing the corresponding digits correctly. Students are 
also beginning to solve simple word problems by using drawings or 

manipulatives. So far, we have learned two new math games to support our learning. Ask your child to 
describe how to play "Build It" and "One or Two More."  Thank you for everything you are doing at home 
to support your child’s learning.  

The start of the school year in 2nd grade has been full of 
learning and new opportunities. In Mrs. Rodriguez Writing class 

students have been learning how to write letter.  In Ms. 
Harvey's Math class students are working on learning strategies 
to add and subtract fluently within 100 and skip count by 2s, 5s, 
10s, and 100s. During EE students have been learning about 
cooking and harvesting fruits and vegetables. We are looking 
forward to a great month full of new opportunities. If you have 

any questions, please contact any of your student's teachers at 
970-665-7950. Thank you! 
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Music 
 

4th Grade 

Art 

Fifth grade has kickstarted the year with experiential 
learning with Ms. Skipper! We have been working in the 

garden and making delicious meals in our new kitchen! We 
are looking forward to our first field trip to our local farms, 

visiting with Alpacas and working in the orchards. In 
science we are learning about plant and animal structures. 
In math we have been reviewing arrays, multiplication and 
the order of operations. In Social Studies we have been 

learning about the exploration of the United States, about 
significant explorers and how we navigated in the past. 

In Art class this year, we are time traveling with Toby the Time 
Machine to see art that has been created throughout the history of 
time.  We started the year preparing for our trip by making a time 

travel journal and a "suitcase" to hold all of the art from our 
adventures.  This month, we are learning about Ancient art.  We 

have had fun seeing cave paintings and learning about the 
mysterious art of the Egyptians. 

Fourth grade is off to a great start! In English Language Arts, we have 
been reading informational and literary texts to understand how 

researchers and scientists do their work. In science, we have been hard 
at work learning about organisms in our life science unit. In social studies, 
we are learning and applying geography and mapping skills. In math we 

are working to master factors and strategies to fluently multiply and 
divide. You can help your student at home by skip counting and looking at 

maps together. Keep up the hard work Wildcats - we can’t wait to see 
what you will accomplish this year! 

Music is off to a WONDERFUL start!  We are going over 
music room expectations, such as how to sit on the risers 
and how to properly play instruments!  Some classes are 

getting ready to start recorders and others are getting ready 
to play the ukulele!  We are even starting to get ready for 

our first few music programs!  This year is going to be 
amazing! 

5th Grade 
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From the Health Room… 
 

SAVE THE DATE: September 10, 2019 is VISION AND HEARING SCREENING 

**Grades PreK, Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th grades will be screened. ONLY 3rd and 
5th grades will participate in the BMI screening portion.   

**Please make sure that your child brings their glasses to school the day of the screening.  

***BMI opt-out forms have been sent home with all 3rd and 5th graders. Please return the 
form if you do not want your 3rd or 5th grader to participate in the BMI screening by Sept. 9, 
2019.  

1. Vision disorders are the most common disability among all American school children. 
Vision issues often go undiagnosed because they can go unnoticed at general screenings during 
doctor’s visits. To get an accurate assessment, take your child to a licensed optometrist who can 
conduct a comprehensive exam of your child’s eyes. 

2. 25% of children between 5-17 have an undiagnosed vision issue. Because of limited 
access to quality care and financial inability, many students won’t be able to succeed in the 
classroom - by no fault of their own. Most students don’t even realize that their vision is abnormal. 

3. Only 3 states require early childhood vision exams for students before school starts. 
Most states require screenings but it’s up to parents and guardians to take their children to a 
licensed optometrist. 80% of learning is visual - if you can’t see, you’ll struggle to learn! 

4. Underprivileged children are more likely to suffer from undiagnosed, but correctable, 
vision issues. Uninsured children are three times as likely to go without eyeglasses when needed 
and 24% of children who need follow up care were unable to obtain it because of limited financial 
ability. 

5. It makes sense: Kids with good vision do better in school! A study conducted by the 
National Commission on Vision and Health found that children who are treated for eye problems 
perform better academically by as much as an entire extra year of school. The use of eyeglasses is 
specifically correlated with improving grades and higher scores on standardized tests. 

 


